Dutch lake HISTORY
“Mr. Mound”
businessman
William Koehler born in
Illinois in 1873, arrived with
his Halstead Bay homesteading
family in 1880. In 1895 Koehler,
fresh out of Curtis Business
College in Minneapolis, began
farming on 41 acres inherited
from his father. He married
Hortense Bowers in 1900,
joining their two area pioneer
families. Deciding on a business
lifestyle in Mound, Koehler sold
his farm in 1905. He built a large
home for his growing family,
then the first lumberyard and
hardware store. In 1913, he sold
both businesses and purchased
controlling interest in the State
Bank of Mound, managing for 43 years until retirement in 1956. Along
with banking, Koehler was selected to help form the Village of Mound
in 1911, serving over the years as city treasurer, mayor, post master,
and school board member. He is remembered for his forethought in
encouraging Tonka Toys, originally called Mound Metalcraft, to build
their corporate headquarters and factory in Mound, understanding
the financial importance it would have on the town. Koehler even
sold his family home to Tonka to use as their first office building. He
built his final home near the northern border of the original Mound

Consolidated High School (now Mound Marketplace) overlooking
the baseball diamond (now Village by the Bay townhouses). Koehler’s
healthy business portfolio also included real estate holdings around the
Dutch Lake area served by his Mound Shores Water Company, founded
in the 1920s. For more on the history of the area, visit the Westonka
History Museum at the Centennial Bldg, open Saturdays, 10 am-2 pm,
5341 Maywood Rd., Mound MN. Visit westonkahistoricalsociety.org and
“like” us on Facebook!

JOIN US!

Joining the DLA not only keeps you in the loop with the most recent news and events, but gives you the opportunity to vote on important
decisions like how to spend our funds to help the lake. In the coming year we will be exploring some options for projects to help improve our
water quality, and we need your opinions and your votes! 100% of your dues go into the association, paying for things that improve the lake, such
as the annual spring cleanup. They also help pay for our methods of communication, sharing lake association news and helping to educate our
community about best practices to protect our water quality. Membership is just $20.00 per household per year, and your dues are completely
tax deductible! You can now choose to save a stamp and register instantly online! Simply visit www.DutchLakeAssociation.com and
click on “Join” to start the process. If you prefer snail mail, you can mail in the form below with a check. THANK YOU for your interest in
supporting the health and beauty of Dutch Lake!!

YES!

Join our community of
residents dedicated
I want to join to keeping the lake
beautiful!
the DLA!
Fill out and mail this portion along with $20.00 to:

DLA, 6020 Aspen Road, Mound, MN 55364
Checks can be made payable to Dutch Lake Association.
OR, visit www.DutchLakeAssociation.com to register online!

Name _________________________
Address _______________________
_______________________
Phone _________________________
Email _________________________
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DLACLASSIFIEDS
join us on

Interested in

Advertising

Facebook

in this newsletter?

Did you know we have
a facebook group for
Dutch Lake residents?
In an effort to keep
our hidden gem of a
lake Mound’s best kept
secret, our group is also secret and
won’t be found in searches. If you’d
like to join, please email Secretary@
DutchLakeAssociation.com and we will
gladly send you an invite!

Support the lake while growing your
business! The Dutch Lake Digest goes
out to those who live on and around
Dutch Lake. If you would like to advertise
to this community,
please email
S e c r e t a r y @ DutchLakeAssociation.
com a n d w e w i l l g e t y o u a l l t h e
information you need to know!

Long Time Dutch Lake Resident Jim Jackson
Passes Away at 79
In the early morning hours of Friday, February
16, 2018, Dutch Lake resident and DLA member
James “Jim” Jackson of Mound died peacefully
in his sleep at the age of 79. He went to sleep
that night listening to the sounds of the emerald
green waves of his beloved Caribbean Sea, while
vacationing with family and friends in Playa del
Carmen, Mexico.

to begin teaching English at Mound, MN High
School (now Mound Westonka). Jim was part of
a wave of new teachers who updated the English
department curriculum by creating new courses
and tracks of learning. His two marquee classes
were “Novel and Drama” and “Creative Writing,”
both of which he created. Jim went on to earn a
Master’s Degree in Education. From 1983-1989,
along with teaching, he also managed Bluff Creek
Golf Course, employing all of his
family members in the process.
After he retired from teaching in
1999, Jim continued working as a
starter/ranger at Baker National
Golf Course.

OFFICERS
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Jim was born in Slayton, MN
in 1938. When Jim was five,
his family of four moved to
the guest home on the family
farm of his O’Neil relatives
outside Winnebago, MN, then
his family moved into a house
Jim was loved dearly by his family,
in town at age 15. He was a
in particular, by his children and
talented athlete at Winnebago
grandchildren whom he doted on
High School, competing at
generously. He had a very sharp
the varsity level as starting QB
wit, an acerbic sense of humor,
in football, PG in basketball
a great appreciation for art,
and SS in baseball, earning a
literature, music and beauty, and,
total of nine varsity letters. His
of course, a passion for sports - all
love and talent for sports was
Jim Jackson
the way to the end of his very full
passed down to his children
and grandchildren and he thoroughly enjoyed life. He was an active golfer and card player and
watching them all compete. Jim graduated from loved nothing more than spending time with his
St. Thomas College with a teaching degree in family. He was in glowing spirits and at peace
1961 and began teaching English and French with the world when he passed away. He was a
and coaching basketball at Plainview, MN High happy man. He will be missed every day but
School. In 1966, he moved with his family of three never forgotten.

stay
in

the loop

Want to keep up with DLA news but aren’t
sure if you want to join the association
yet? No problem! Just email Secretary@
DutchLakeAssociation.com to be added to
our email list!

Send us
your

Photos!

Do you have some great photos of Dutch
Lake that you’d like to share? Send any
photos you’re willing to share to Gretchen
at Secretary@DutchLakeAssociation.com!

Looking for
Minnetrista
Residents!
Dutch lake is bordered by two cities,
Mound and Minnetrista.

While we

have a dedicated team of officers,
we are all Mound residents, and as a
result, have trouble gaining traction
with the city of Minnetrista when we
need to stand up for our lake. We are
looking for a Minnetrista association
member who can help be a voice for
the lake and our association within
the city of Minnetrista. If you are a
DLA member who lives in Minnetrista
and would like to help represent
the best interest of our lake with the
city when needed, please email
President@DutchLakeAssociation.
com and let us know!

Wayde Fleener, President

Ron Hagen, Vice President

President@DutchLakeAssociation.com

VicePresident@DutchLakeAssociation.com

Aspen Road, Mound

Red Oak Road, Mound

Gretchen Fleener, Secretary

Jon Kelly, Treasurer
Sunset Rd, Mound

Treasurer@DutchLakeAssociation.com
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